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EVIL ARABS IN AMERICAN POPULAR FILM: ORIENTALIST FEAR

University of Texas Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Evil Arabs in American Popular Film:
Orientalist Fear, Tim Jon Semmerling, The "evil" Arab has become a stock character in American popular
films, playing the villain opposite American "good guys" who fight for "the American way." It's not surprising
that this stereotype has entered American popular culture, given the real-world conflicts between the United
States and Middle Eastern countries, particularly since the oil embargo of the 1970s and continuing through the
Iranian hostage crisis, the first and second Gulf Wars, and the ongoing struggle against al-Qaeda. But when one
compares the "evil" Arab of popular culture to real Arab people, the stereotype falls apart. In this thought-
provoking book, Tim Jon Semmerling further dismantles the "evil" Arab stereotype by showing how American
cultural fears, which stem from challenges to our national ideologies and myths, have driven us to create the
"evil" Arab Other. Semmerling bases his argument on close readings of six films (The Exorcist, Rollover, Black
Sunday, Three Kings, Rules of Engagement, and South Park: Bigger, Longer & Uncut), as well as CNN's 9/11
documentary America Remembers. Looking at their narrative structures and visual tropes, he analyzes how the
films portray Arabs as threatening to subvert American "truths" and mythic talesoand how the insecurity this
engenders causes Americans to project evil character and intentions on Arab peoples, landscapes, and cultures.
Semmerling also demonstrates how the "evil" Arab narrative has even crept into the documentary coverage of
9/11. Overall, Semmerling's probing analysis of America's Orientalist fears exposes how the "evil" Arab of
American popular film is actually an illusion that reveals more about Americans than Arabs.
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Other Books

It's  J u st a Date:  H o w  to  Get 'em, H o w  to  R ead  'em, an d  H o w  to  R o ck 'em                    
HarperCollins Publishers. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, It's Just a Date: How
to Get 'em, How to Read 'em, and How to Rock 'em, Greg Behrendt, Amiira Ruotola-Behrendt,
A fabulous new guide to dating...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e P erso n  Y o u  L o v e th e                                               
M o st 
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soLback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't
Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes,
Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the...
R ead  Bo o k »   

Th e OMicial  eBay  Gu id e:  To  Bu y in g,  Sellin g an d  C o llectin g J u st A b o u t                                
Ev ery th in g   
Simon & Schuster Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The OMicial eBay Guide:
To Buying, Selling and Collecting Just About Everything, Laura Fisher Kaiser, Michael Kaiser,
Omidyar, Pierre, HAPPY HUNTING(TM) ON eBay Aunt Fannie's...
R ead  Bo o k »   

A merica s L o n gest War:  Th e U n ited  States an d  Vietn am, 1950- 1975            
McGraw-Hill Education - Europe, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 5th.
206 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Respected for its thorough research,
comprehensive coverage, and clear, readable style, America s...
R ead  Bo o k »   

It's  a L ittle  Bab y  ( M ain  M arket Ed .)         
Pan Macmillan. Board book. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, It's a Little Baby (Main Market
Ed.), Julia Donaldson, Rebecca Cobb, It's a Little Baby is a beautiful and engaging book for
little ones from Julia...
R ead  Bo o k »   
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