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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 edition. Excerpt: .as to force a hurried exodus from Imperial Valley which would
be without a parallel in history. The chances of such grade recession extending far enough to render the
control of the river after that flood very much, more difficult, were remote. The matter was made complex by
the fact that all work had to be done in Mexico and practically all property interests in jeopardy were in
America; and there were no provisions, State or National, to handle such a curious situation. Unless the river
was turned and kept going to the Gulf, the Southern Pacific would suffer the loss of its traffic from the Imperial
Valley and would have to change its line and build 100 miles of track, but, to obviate these losses would
certainly not justify it in undertaking to control the river single-handed. Accordingly, the people of Imperial
Valley were notified that, while the Southern Pacific would be very glad to place such equipment and
organization as it had along the river at the disposal of any party who wanted to proceed with the work, and
would be willing to contribute toward the expenses thereof in proportion to the value of its interests as
compared to all others in jeopardy, it would not advance additional funds without. a definite arrangement for
being reimbursed. Work on a roadbed following the--100-ft. contour was ordered and rushed to completion.
The. cost of grading was very small, and such a line would preclude the...
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