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the Degree, of Doctor of Philosophy Virginia is one of the richest fields for historical research; the Negro
question is one of the most pressing of our day; the religious is the most neglected phase of the great Negro
problem. It could not seem strange therefore that this study should be undertaken in the face of such a
challenge. It is a fact, not without significance, that of the four dissertations issued from the School of History at
the University of Virginia, two have had as their subject, the Negro. To the influence of Professor R. H. Dabney,
we ascribe this interest. Dr. J. P. McConnell s dissertation, Negroes and Their Treatment in Virginia from 1865 to
1867, U. Va. 1905, is an intensive study of a strategic period in the life of the Negro, and embraces legal, political,
social and religious considerations. This present dissertation, in contradistinction to his, is an intensive study of
one phase of the Negro s life in Virginia - the religious - from the date of the landing in America up to the
present. The effort is conscientiously made to hew to that mark. Apologists and excoriators might shout the
praises of the Negro or hurl at him verbal damnation, yet Time will record the amelioration of his religious
condition while in America, as one of the proudest achievements of Anglo-Saxon Missionary energies. In the
South, Virginia has taken a prominent part in this transformation or spirit-worshipping savages into
worshippers of one God,...
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