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to the tastes of advanced and intelligent pupils is want so generally acknowledged by Teachers, that the
attempt to supply this need has been pressed upon me rather as necessity, than from any desire to increase the
number of Elocutionary Text Books. With the young, Elocution must be rendered an attractive study, or it is at
best Ineffective in its results. Examples for practice must be varied and interesting in their character, or they will
not command the attention and sympathies of Pupils: and the selections must afford illustrations of all the
varieties and modifications of Elocutionary expression, or the work will be comparatively valueless, in the
hands of the best Instructors of the Art. An excellence that shall be unmistakable in the literary and poetic
character of the selections must be combined with an interest equally sustained in the Pieces themselves.
Attractiveness and instructiveness are the two essentials which | have endeavored to unite in the present work. A
wide field of literature has been embraced in my choice of subjects. The most approved specimens of standard
authors have been used, a large portion of which have never before been introduced into School Readers - and
these have been chosen and arranged with a due regard to the development of a purely natural and impressive
method of delivery. | have also provided a rich and varied collection of Poetic examples for practice in...
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