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Excerpt: ... 11 SSA Mr. I. Now for the opening statement, | will yield to the gen-tleman from Ohio, who is serving
for the ranking member today. Mr. Kucinich. UCINICH Mr. K. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. | was called
by Congresswoman Watson and informed that a death in her family made it imperative that she attend a
service in California, and | am glad to fill in so we can start this hearing. After | make this statement, | am going
to have to go to another previously scheduled meeting. But | want to welcome the wit-nesses, and | want to
thank the Chair for calling this hearing on conjunctive water management. Mr. Chairman, the need for reliable,
high-quality water sources in the United States is clear. The population continues to grow steadily, especially in
the arid, thirstiest parts of the country. De-mand for water is growing even faster. In fact, many experts fear
that the thirsty and rapidly growing Southwestern United States will need water so desperately that it will soon
become financially viable for them to try to divert it from the Great Lakes. And that region is expected to
experience more frequent, prolonged, and more severe droughts as a result of cli-mate change, making the
outlook even more dire. We must look for alternatives. As has been stated before, conjunctive water
management is the simultaneous operation of surface water storage and use, ground water storage and use,
and conveyance facilities to meet water management needs and crop demand. In a nutshell, it allows stor-age
of large quantities of water, which would...
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