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Educational Status and Numerical Strength The Methodist Episcopal Church, recognizing the vital importance
of adequate leadership for the church, at the last General Conference authorized the establishment of the
Commission on Life Service, in order to make possible One unified system of recruiting, guidance, and selection
of candidates for Christian service in the church. (Discipline, 1920, Paragraph 579.) In the personnel problem,
that of ministerial supply is first in importance. The church had no adequate information as to the number of
ministers needed or the training of those already members of her Conferences. For a long time church leaders
had realized the importance of securing authentic data on the ministry. Some limited studies had been made
but they were not comprehensive. The Commission on Life Service undertook the investigation. It believed that
an understanding of the present situation would be a valuable aid in presenting the claims of the Christian
ministry and in emphasizing the education required. There were 14,072 effective members and probationers of
Annual and Mission Conferences in the United States as listed in the General Minutes for the Conference year
1922. Of these, 11,275, or 80 , made return on a questionnaire as to their educational status. The statistics in
Section One of this study are based thereon. Elsewhere in this report, use is also made of material derived from
this questionnaire. The records of supernumerary and retired members of Conferences were not sought, except
for the limited number who were acting as supplies. All members of Foreign Conferences were omitted. Supply
pastors were also asked to give their educational records, and 2,480 or 67...
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