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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Republic of Liberia: An Address The scheme of
African Colonization is the offspring of a great Christian idea, which more than half a century ago fixed itself in
the minds of Drs. Finley and Thornton, Gen. Charles Fenton Mercer, Elias B. Caldwell, Francis S. Key, and other
kindred spirits, who deeply deplored the oppression to which the people of color were subjected in this country,
and feeling profoundly impressed with the importance of devising some plan by which the condition of a part
of this people might be immediately and radically changed, and in such a way as to create a reflex influence
which would produce a salutary effect upon - as then existed - the abominable institution of American slavery.
Hence the organization of the American Colonization Society, which you, Mr. President, and the Board of
Directors here present to-day, represent. Those pure and disinterested men, with a wise forethought which
penetrated far into the future, contemplated with earnest solicitude the accomplishment of designs in respect
to Africa, no less gigantic in their proportions than important in their results; and it is not surprising that
irresolute minds questioned the ability of any mere private association to fulfill so great an undertaking. The
programme of the founders of the American Colonization Society, as | have always understood it, and which,
as far as | know, has not been departed from, was; 1st. To establish on the shores of Africa an asylum where
such of her scattered children, as night choose to avail themselves of it, would find a free and happy home; and
in this connection they would fairly test the capacity of the...
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