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popular expositions of the Montessori system may mean much or little for its future in England and America; it
is rather the earlier approval of a few trained teachers and professional students that commends it to the
educational workers who must ultimately decide upon its value, interpret its technicalities to the country at
large, and adapt it to English and American conditions. To them as well as to the general public this brief
critical Introduction is addressed. It is wholly within the bounds of safe judgment to call Dr. Montessori s work
remarkable, novel, and important. It is remarkable, if for no other reason, because it represents the
constructive effort of a woman. We have no other example of an educational system-original at least in its
systematic wholeness and in its practical application-worked out and inaugurated by the feminine mind and
hand. It is remarkable, also, because it springs from a combination of womanly sympathy and intuition, broad
social outlook, scientific training, intensive and long-continued study of educational problems, and, to crown
all, varied and unusual experience as a teacher...
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