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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. The whole episode of human presence on this earth is a mere speck in
the history of the universe. This reflection on time is from Stephen Jay Gould, the palaeontologist. When he
makes his comment (in response to a remark overstating the importance of man for the future of our planet)
the accompanying shrug of his shoulders puts the activities of man in a diFerent perspective. However, is it the
proper perspective? You might say with equal right that the history and the future of the universe do not
concern us, and that the proper perspective for humans is the history of humanity, man s individual life span in
particular, and last but not least mankind s immediate and distant future. We have a rational idea of
cosmological time, and it has no connection with time as experienced in human life: the cosmos is simply too
large to arouse a sense of space or time in proportion to its size. When we talk about the origin of the universe
or the life-cycle of stars, we shrink our time-scale. We enlarge it when we discuss a quantum experiment on
elementary particles. We stretch and compress time until the duration fits the capacity of our imagination.
Personally I feel comfortable with the view that time has no beginning and no end but can be episodically
stretched and compressed (J.S.Stamps 1979). This has for consequence that in my spatial perception there is
room for the infinitely small as well as for the infinitely large, thanks to relativity and the elasticity of time. While
some parts of the universe disappear into nothingness, others are recreated and begin a new existence. Time...
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