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Beacon Press (MA), United States, 2010. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 160 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In 1962, Rachel Carson stunned the world with the publication of Silent Spring, exposing the
lethal character of the pesticide DDT. Her work launched a global campaign against synthetic chemical toxins
and veritably created a world environmental movement. But unbeknownst to Carson, an even more insidious
chemical cousin to DDT had been silently poisoning the biosphere. Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were first
manufactured in 1920. Seen as a magic fluid, they were a cheap and stable heat-transfer material used as a
critical coolant in big power grids. The chemical industry soon went on to develop hundreds of other uses for
this highly toxic group of substances--everything from copy paper and paint to hydraulic fluids. Despite being
outlawed in the U.S. since 1976, PCBs are currently found in the remotest corners of Earth and remain the most
prevalent group of industrial chemical contaminants in much of the world. Every human being, from the
womb to the grave, bears a body burden of these poisonous molecules forever locked in their blood and tissues.
In Biocidal, investigative journalist Ted Dracos tells the full story of PCBs for the first time, starting with the
chilling chronicle of how the chemical industry manipulated regulatory agencies and scientific findings for
decades to continue to reap huge profits, despite their knowledge of the threats posed by their magic fluid.
Dracos draws on extensive research to document the connection between PCBs and catastrophic human
illness, presenting the latest science as studies draw ever more disturbing links between PCBs and continued
health impacts ranging from cancer and autism to immunosuppression and reproductive abnormalities.
Biocidal also explores the science behind the threat PCBs pose to Earth s biodiversity: today, killer whales...
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