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language: English, abstract: The purpose of this paper is to
ooeo analyse the development successes and failures of certain
countries taking into account whether specific development
theories have been applied successfully or not. In order to do
so, | will briefly outline the tenets of the main development
theories focussing on their constructive aspects without
silencing the criticism held against them. Subsequently, | will
discuss the different understandings of the term development
which will be followed by country-specific analyses of
development successes and failures in the light of development
theory for which East Asia, Nigeria and Cuba will be used as
case studies. Lastly, | will discuss whether reality really proved
the predictions of development theory wrong. Generally
speaking, the spirit of Peter W. Preston s attitude expressed in
his article Development Theory: Learning the Lessons and
Moving On1 forges the entire essay. Modernisation theory, the
first main development theory of the post-World...
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