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edition. Excerpt: . yet never quite a seaman among philosophers.
A learned navigator in theory, he was so poor a sailor that, in an
important cruise against the English, he forgot to open his letter
of instructions until too late, and so let theBriton escape. By
report, and in truth, the most amiable of men, he transformed
himself, in New Orleans, into one of Lope de Vega s magnificos--
and sulked. Of course, such a man must go wrong at the outset.
His first act in Louisiana was a defiance to the colonial mind, if
not to France. The official character of the Superior Council had
been indirectly recognized by Ulloa himself in his letter from
Havana announcing his appointment. On his arrival, after a
proper delay, he was respectfully requested by the Council to
show his authority to act. What did not seem logical after his...
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