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Summary: New York Times bestselling author Lynn Kurland's legion of fans can now return to where the
enchantment started-'the magical beginning to . . . [her] superb romantic fantasy.'*The First Novel of the Nine
KingdomsLegend has it that only the two magical swords held in trust by Neroche's rulers can defeat the evil of
the black mage . . . and never have they been more needed, as the mage's assault begins to cover the kingdom
in darkness.The king has lost the magic to wield his own sword. Fortunately, Miach, the archmage of Neroche-
and the king's brother-has found a wielder for the other in Morgan, a young woman abandoned among
mercenaries as a child, now a feared mercenary herself. But Morgan despises magic and has no patience for
the schemes of kings and mages . . . and too soon, Miach must choose between endangering the woman who
has captured his heart and defending the kingdom he is sworn to protect.For in this land of warrior maids and
magical swords, nothing is as it seems. The king is less than he should be, Miach is more than he appears, and
Morgan will find that her mysterious past brings her troubles she cannot face with a sword alone . . .'A superbly
craFed, sweetly romantic tale of adventure and magic.' Booklist'A enchanting writer.' The Eternal Night'A
delightful quest tale starring likable heroes.' * Midwest Book Review.
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