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MANUFACTURING REVOLUTION: THE INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS OF
EARLY AMERICAN INDUSTRY

Johns Hopkins University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Manufacturing Revolution: The
Intellectual Origins of Early American Industry, Lawrence A. Peskin, Lawrence A. Peskin argues that, in
accounting for American industrialization, students of the phenomenon have focused mistakenly on large
forces and theoretical constructs and on New England and the rise of factories as such. What, he asks, of the
ordinary people who considered making things and building shops or small factories to meet the demand they
saw? What of the groups and associations that tried to build public support for economic independence from
the mother country? "Manufacturing Revolution" explores discussions originating in the Revolutionary era and
the course of manufacturing itself-the many years of trial and error, risk and failure, in many places across the
early republic. Peskin thus provides a detailed look at labor relations, entrepreneurship, and methods of
promoting and financing manufactures. He finds that various social layers had mutual interests and influences;
no particular core of business leaders, rising entrepreneurial artisans, or wage laborers alone account for the
emergence of manufacturing. The work builds on solid research in both manuscript sources and printed texts
from the period between 1750 and 1820. Audience: Historians of the early republic; economic historians;
students of technology, business, and industry.
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