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Streamflow and water-quality data used in the study were collected by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) or the
Providence Water Supply Board (PWSB). Streamflow was measured or estimated by the USGS following
standard methods at 23 streamgages; 14 of these streamgages were also equipped with instrumentation
capable of continuously monitoring water level, specific conductance, and water temperature. Water-quality
samples also were collected at 37 sampling stations by the PWSB and at 14 continuous-record streamgages by
the USGS during WY 2011 as part of a longterm sampling program; all stations were in the Scituate Reservoir
drainage area. Water-quality data collected by PWSB are summarized by using values of central tendency and
are used, in combination with measured (or estimated) streamflows, to calculate loads and yields (loads per
unit area) of selected water-quality constituents for WY 2011.
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