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illustrated. 1802 Excerpt: . . . subject, and treated it in a manner peculiar to his penetrating genius. In
performing the process of transfusion, the vein, which is usually chosen for blood-letting, was opened, and a
quill, or other tube introduced in a perpendicular direction: the corresponding vein was then pierced in a
healthy person, or more frequently in robust animals; and a similar tube was accommodated to the orifice in a
slanting way; both tubes were then passed one into another, and thus the blood was gradually transfused; the
vein being tied up, as is usual aIer venesection. This operation is certainly ingenious; but, ns it requires equal
judgment and dexterity, we doubt whether it will ever become an useful branch of the healing art, ia the
present state of society: nay, i t appears to us, that it cannot be performed with safety, since the introduction of
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person, of a peculiar nature adapted to his own constitution; and consequently cannot, with reasonable hopes
of success, be transfused into another: hence the visionary idea of renovating the animal spirits by artificial
means, and of prolonging human life beyond the period appointed by Nature, must necessarily be defeated. --
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