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Excerpt: . . . 3 working towards the diminishing of the accidents and the fatalities, and of everything that we
know can happen. Just in my district alone, there are over 3 million people that live and reside in the areas that
are polluted by the cars waiting to get through the crossings, and many of the railroad tracks, as we well know,
run adjacent to residential areas. And of course the major commuter and business corridors have those rails
going right through those areas. Commuters are nec-essarily burdened by traffic delays at grade crossings, the
air qual-ity issues due to pollution from the engines, from the cars and trains, noise from whistles at night, from
the rail cars, and of course the safety concerns because we have had derailments in our back yard, so to speak.
And we have had, in one year, between October 2004 and May 2005, five derailments. So we are very cognizant
of what can hap-pen. Thankfully, there were no fatalities, but there was a loss in the millions of dollars, not only
to homes and to businesses, but cause great anxiety in our communities. We need to increase the cooperation
of the railroads, the commu-nities, the State, the Federal, and the counties, for rail safety in urban areas. We
need to continue working together, and | know there has been a great effort, and | thank UP, and BNSF is
coming very nice-ly with talking to us, and Lupe,...
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