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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. [.]dedication of my poor life to Him and His service. To embrace Him
and be bound up in His love are now the only aspirations that I have. As soon as the holy oil is on my brow,
these hopes, I am sure, will be fulfilled, and, purged of my hopeless earthly passion for Benedicta, I shall be
liFed into a new and diviner life. And it may be that then I can, without oGence to Heaven or peril to my soul,
watch over and protect her far better than I can now as a wretched monk. I have been weak. My feet, like those
of an infant, failed to support my body. The brothers carried me into the garden. With what gratitude I again
looked upward into the blue of the sky! How rapturously I gazed upon the white peaks of the mountains and the
black forests on their slopes! Every blade of grass seemed to me of special interest, and I greeted each passing
insect as if it were an old acquaintance. My eyes wander to the south, where the Galgenberg is, and I think
unceasingly of the poor child of the hangman. What has become of her? Has she survived her terrible
experience in the public square? What is she doing? Oh, that I were strong enough to walk to the Galgenberg!
But I am not permitted to leave the monastery, and there is none of whom I dare ask her fate. The friars look at
me strangely; it is as if they no longer[.].
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